Rommn (. Benwvenie
Chairman

Lo M Jones
Vice Chafrman

Margg Lee C, Tattano
BecretaryfTreasirer

Members
Franoes & Diez
Herman T. Guerrere

Scaté Normar

STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION
PUBLIC SCHOOL SYSTEM
P.O. BOX 501370
‘SAIPAN, MP 56950

iF
N 7 7
St fo
H

Comsmissioner of Educatio
Rita Hocog Inos, EA.D

July 28, 2005

M. Phil Maestri
Office of Deputy Secretary
United States Department of Education

Non Public Schoal Rf;f)() Maryland Avenue’ SW
#s aury ungions FogW ashington D.C. 20202

Studenl Represeniative

Ambrose Besnet!
Teacker Represenialti

Board of Education

Telephone : (870

Reference:  CNMI Public School System — Second Biennial Report

Dear Mr. Maestri:

Attached please find the Second Biennial Report on the CNMI Public School Systems
education grants. The report, briefly hi ghlighted, documents our continued progress
towards ensuring that all classroom teachers meet the highly qualified teacher challenge
of NCLB and our efforts to meet our student achievement goals that are as follows:

1. That 80% of our students are reading on or above grade level by 2008,
2. That our students are scoring at the 50™ percentile or higher, on average,
on the SAT10 by 2010.

This report delineates programmatic accomplishments and financial expenditures made
on our education grants during this six-month period. Lastly, this report evidences our
commitment to excellence in education as demonstrated by our student’s academic
achievements, our teacher quality initiatives and continued excellent audit reports.
Thank you for your continued support and assistance.

Sincerely,

i
@ Inos, Ed. D.

Commissidner of Education

Cc:  Jeanette Lim, Deputy Assistant Secretary for Management, USDOE
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CNMI Public School System Biennial Report on USDOE Grants
Period 1/1/05 — 6/30/05
Prepared on July 28, 20605

The CNMI Public School System is pleased to report that with the June, 2005 adoption of
the PRAXIS 11 tests for elementary teachers, all CNMI Public School System teachers
now must take and pass both the PRAXIS T and PRAXIS I tests. The PSS is teaming
with the University of Guam providing refresher courses that help our teacher our 598
teachers prepare for the PRAXIS tests. To date, all 598 teachers have attained a
bachelor’s degree or higher, 73% have attained full certification and the remaining 23%
(2 year provisional certificate holders) are working towards attaining full state
certification. Our teacher’s are now taking and passing the PRAXIS tesis. We will
provide data on the exact numbers and percentages in our next biennial report. Early
indications are that 80% or more of our teachers will pass the PRAXIS tests the first time
they take the tests. These percentages are based on the first three groups of teachers who
have taken the tests, We can report that we now have teachers at all 20 of our public
schools have taken and passed at least one and in a few instances two or more of the
PRAXIS tests.

We are pleased to report that student academic achievement as measured on the SAT10
complete battery test continues to rise. All grades tested, grades 3, 5, 6, 8, 9, and 11,
showed learning gains when compared to the previous year. In addition, our second
largest elementary school, San Vicente Elementary School with an enroliment of 845
students, met our 2010 goal (reading at the 50" percentile or higher as measured on the
SAT10) with students scoring at the 55% on the SATIO0. Further,, 60% of the San
Vicente Elementary School students were reading on or above grade level. Four other
elementary schools scored at the 40" percentile or higher. The latest data (see attached
chart) shows that 1,145 out of the 4,694 students (tested in April of 05 on the SAT10)
scored at the 50" percentile or higher. This represents 24% of our students and is a
three-percentile increase over last school year when 21% scored at the 50" percentile or
higher. We are also pleased to report that 32% of our 11" graders are reading on or above
grade level and that 15% are reading at the grade 13 level (College Freshman) level.

We are progressing towards achievement of our two student academic achievement goals
that are as follows:

i. That 80% of our students are reading on or above grade level by 2008;
2. That our students are scoring at the 50" percentile or higher, on average,
on the SAT10 by 2010.

We have developed and hope to be invited to submit a discretionary grant application to
the USDOE for a Teacher Quality Enhancement (TQE) grant. We believe that this grant
will provide the extra support to enable the CNMI Public School System to achieve of



these two student achievement goals. Our TQE grant, briefly highlighted, is focused on
the goal established by our Governor of becoming the best- educated population in the
Pacific and CNMI Board of Education initiatives for guality teaching and high student
achievement. This TQE project is comprised for four components. The components are as
follows: 1.} Performance-based compensation for teachers that is directly linked fo high
student performance; 2.) Infusing technology into teaching and student learning; 3.)
Mentoring of new teachers by master teachers; and 4.) High-quality professional
development opportunities for new and veteran teachers.

A review of our main education grants shows that funds are targeted to directly relate to
our quality teaching and student achievernent goals,

The Consclidated Grant funding has been used for student assessment — both the SAT10
and standards-based assessments. Consolidated Grant funds provide support for scoring
and data analysis by student, by class, by grade, by school and PSS-wide to identify
trends across time and for scoring and analysis of the PSS standards-based assessments.
We now have seven years of student achievement data as measured on the SATY/10.
These seven-year trends-across-time reports show steady student learning gains.

In addition, Consolidated Grant funds have supported Title V-A, Innovative Assistance
Program (IAP) grants to our public schools and our private schools. These TAP grants are
focused on improving student learning through the addition of technology and software
for student use m the classroom and for supplemental educational materials needed to
help students in every classroom move fowards attaining the two student academic
achievement goals delineated on page 1. Principals and classroom teachers at each
school review student achievement (both SAT10 and standards-based assessments) to
determine what is most needed for each classroom and then make the hard decisions on
what can be afforded each year for each class given the allocation of funds for each
school.

Each of our twenty public schools has developed a series of innovative assistance
programs that are tailored to the educational needs of the students at that school as
determined by student scores on the SAT10, Reading Diagnostic Assessments and on our
CNMI standards-based assessments of student reading, writing, science, and math.

As an example, 5an Vicente Elementary School has met the CNMI PSS learning goal for
2010 of having their students (845 children) scoring at or above the 507 percentile on the
Stanford Achievement Test Tenth Edition (SAT 10). The third graders complete battery
scores leaped from 42% in 04 to 65% in 03, a learning gain of twenty-three percentiles,
the fifth graders scores increased from 38% in 04 to 48% in 05, a learning gain of ten
percentiles and the 6™ graders increased from 32% in 04 to 53% in 05, a learning gain of
twenty-one percentiles. The San Vicente Elementary overall school SAT10 score then
was 55% and showed a learning gain of fifteen percentiles when comparing the 04 to 05
SATIO test results.



In addition, 60% of the students at San Vicente Elementary Schoel are reading on or
above grade level. The2™ graders scored the highest with 90% reading on or above grade
jevel and the third graders were next with 73% reading on or above grade level The
SY08-09 goal is that at least 80% of our students are reading on or above grade level. San
Vicente School projects that they will meet this goal within the next two years.

San Vicente wishes to continue their very successful program and use Title V funds
allocated to their school to purchase an additional 2-3 computers per classroom, purchase
of Reading Mastery workbooks, purchase of Accelerated Vocabulary, purchase of
MathFacts in a Flash to accelerate math learning on the computers, and purchase of High
Performance Writing as a supplement to their Language Arts classes.

A second example, GTC Elementary School is close to meeting the CNMI PSS learning
goal for 2010 of having their students (245 children) scoring at or above the 50"
percentile on the Stanford Achievement Test Tenth Edition (SAT 10). The third graders
complete battery scores leaped from 23% in 04 t0 41% in 05, a learning gain of 18
percentiles and the fifth graders scores increased from 40% in 04 to 55% in 05, a learning
gain of 15 percentiles. GTC Elementary School will continue to use Title V funds to
purchase additional computers for student use in the classrooms and for SRA
supplemental workbooks.

As another example, Garapan Elementary School is progressing toward meeting the
CNMI PSS learning goal for 2010 of having their students (861 children) scoring at or
above the 50" percentile on the Stanford Achievement Test Tenth Edition (SAT 10). The
third graders complete battery scores increased from 43% in 04 to 46% in 05, a learning
gain of three percentiles, the fifth graders scores increased from 40% in 04 to 42% in 05,
a learning gain of two percentiles and the 6™ graders complete battery scores increased
Fom 26% in 04 to 34% in 05, showing a learning gain of six percentiles. Garapan
Elementary School will continue to use Title V funds to purchase additional computers
for student use in the classrooms. Garapan Elementary School will also use Title V funds
to continue to improve student learning through the acquisition of science workbooks,
social studies workbooks, and other consumable educational materials,

Fach of our twenty public schools are also striving to meet the PSS goal of having at least
80% of our students reading either above or on grade level by the end of SY08-09. These
school-developed innovative assistance programs enable each school to tailor & program
t0 best meet the needs of their students with a focus on instructional and educational
materials and computers and related hardware and software for classroom use. Each
school’s IAP plan is driven by student performance data. Both standards-based and
SATIO data is used by the teachers and school administrators to determune the best
possible use of Title V funds to increase student academic achievement.



Consolidated Grant funds are also used for professional development for teachers and
school administrators (principals, vice principals and counselors). Much of our
professional development focuses on teacher quality. The summer break is the perfect
time for seminars and workshops that provide professional development opportunities for
our 598 classroom teachers and our cadre of school administrators. Currently, 77% of the
598 teachers teaching in our public schools have attained full State certification, possess a
bachelor’s degree or higher degree and will be demonstrating their subject matter mastery
on the PRAXIS tests. With the implementation of PRAXIS, as the test of teacher subject
knowledge and teaching skills, the CNMI Public School System will be able to
demonstrate evidence of a pool of highly qualified teachers.

Farly indications are that 80% of our teachers will pass PRAXIS 1 and 11 tests the first
time they take the test. We have arranged with the University of Guam to send professors
to Saipan to conduct intensive two-week refresher courses to help our teachers prepare
for the PRAXIS 1f core content knowledge tests. Further, we have amended our BOE
policy mandating the PRAXIS series of tests as the CNMI Public School System
mandated test of teacher subject knowledge and teaching skills. The amendment states
that al] teachers must pass the PRAXIS I and [I exams as a condition of continued
employment and have a deadline of August 1, 2006 to fulfill this requirement.

Accordingly, the CNMI Public School System Teacher Certification Process, with the
inclusion of the testing requirement, dovetails with the three key components of a “highly
qualified teacher” in accordance with section 9101(23) of ESEA, which stipulates that
elementary and secondary public school teachers must:

@ Possess at least a bachelor’s degree or higher;
8 Have attained full State certification; and
e Be able to demonstrate subject-matter competency.

The reduced class size, coupled with hiring of highly qualified teachers, should result in
improved student academic achievement. Reduced class size and hiring of highly
qualified teachers teaching in their core area should also increase the number and
percentage of our students meeting our state academic standards and, most importantly,
continue the trend of improved student scores on the Stanford Achievement Test, 10th
Edition (SAT10). Our trends-across-time report (copy attached) shows that our 39
graders have improved six percentiles comparing 04 to 05 SAT10 data with the third
graders scoring at the 37" percentile. The goal is to score at the 50" percentile or higher
by 2010. The number of studenis scoring at the 50" percentile or higher increased again
this school year with the biggest gains at both the third (from 24% to 34% comparing 04
to 05 data) and sixth grade 19% to 25%) levels school year. Overall, 24% of all of our
students scored at or above the 50" percentile. This is a three percentile gain comparing
04 to 05 data. Again, the goal, as stated by Commissioner of Education, Dr. Rita Hocog
Inos, is that our students will, on average, score at the 50% percentile or higher within the
next four years.



At the end of the 05 school vear (June, 2005}, twelve of our twenty public schools
exceeded the 20 to 1 ratio. All three Saipan high schools exceed the 20:1 rafio as have
eight of the ten Saipan clementary schools, The challenge is to utilize Title V, in the
absence of non-federal funds, to provide the funding needed fo hire the additional
teaching staff required to reduce class size to the 20:1 ratio — provided there are sufficient
classrooms to provide for this class size redyction. In addition, PSS will, to the greatest
extent possible, hire highly qualified teachers teaching in their core subject content area
to further enhance student learning. Finally, the long term goal is to increase local (non-
federal funding) funding for all of our classroom teachers including those hired for class
size reduction purposes, so that Title V. A, funds can be dedicated for the additional
instructional and educational materials and technology (computer hardware and software)
needed to continue and accelerate the trend of improving student scores on the SAT 9/10
which is evidence of the academic performance of our CNMI students compared 1o their
student counterparts in the US mainland.

Qur Special Education Program Part B funds are used to provide a Free Appropriate
Public Education (FAPE) designed through an IEP to meet the unique education needs of
the 660 special needs students. 40 SPED teachers, 116 teacher aides and 25 related
services personnel provide education and related gervices to these 660 special children.
In addition, the vast majority of these 660 special children are mainstreamed.

Our Special Education Part C funds (Infants and Toddler Program) provide early
intervention services for infants and toddlers with special needs. The Infants and Toddler
Program employs four classroom teachers, a speech pathologist, occupational therapist
and two administrative staff. They provide services to 47 infants and toddlers with special

needs.

In summary, our Special Education Program Parts B and C provide education and related
services 1o over 750 children out of a school age population of 11,630 students n our
public schools. In additiomn, diagnostic services are provided to the very few special needs
children enrolled in our private schools that serve 2,745 children.

Financial reports showing expenditures for each of these grants for the six-month bienmial
period of January 1 through June 30, 2005 are attached to this report.

Lastly, all prior year audit findings (hiring of a federal monitor and conducting annual
inventories) have been addressed and satisfactorily resolved. The financial and
compliance audit for the CNMI Public School System for the fiscal year ending
September 30, 2004 is complete and shows 0o questioned costs and sound managerment

practices.
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Submitted By: //’j%) . Date: 7 2
Rita Hocog Inos )

Commissioner of Education
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